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I am pleased to present the 2021 Delaware Volunteer Fire Service Annual Report. Delaware’s
volunteer fire service program is, and always has been, a tremendous asset to Delawareans. The
program demonstrates the pride and support of many volunteers, both firefighters and auxiliary
members.

The Office of Auditor of Accounts (OAOA) presents this report each year to provide Delawareans
with the utmost transparency of the state’s fire service as it continues to evolve. A century ago,
Delaware’s fire service relied solely on volunteers, but today the state utilizes a combination
system comprising paid and volunteer firefighters and EMTs. We remain immensely grateful to
the firefighters, EMTs and auxiliary members for their service. 

This report's goal is to show how much more Delaware taxpayers would pay if the state were to
fully take over the fire service and employ a statewide system. The savings calculated in this
report translate directly into savings in Delaware's state budget. This year, my office estimates that
the current combination system with volunteers saved the State of Delaware more than
$255,690,911.00 for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2021. 

First responders voluntarily put their lives on the line to provide Delawareans with safer, more
secure communities. It is our responsibility, in turn, to ensure they have the resources they need to
continue serving Delawareans. I continue to extend my deepest appreciation to these volunteers
for their dedication and service to Delaware.  
 
Sincerely,

Kathy McGuiness, RPh, CFE
Delaware State Auditor
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This past year, Delaware's Volunteer Fire Service has dealt with the
lingering effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and the challenges it has
posed for first responders. Over a year into the pandemic, volunteer
firefighters and personnel still face a higher likelihood of exposure to
the virus, in addition to monetary losses as a result of postponing
fundraisers and events, and additional expenses for protective and
sanitizing equipment.

With the passing of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security
(CARES) Act in March of 2020, fire departments across the country
received aid though the Assistance to Firefighters Grant. In Delaware,
Governor Carney allocated a portion of CARES Act funds to ensure
volunteer fire companies had the funding they needed to continue
providing necessary services to the public. 

Most recently, in March 2021, the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)  
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appropriated $1.8 billion to Delaware's counties, cities, towns, and school districts. While it is the
decision of individual entities how these funds are spent, I recommend that entities look into the
possibility of spending a portion of their ARPA funds on volunteer fire departments. Given the
parameters set for ARPA spending, fire departments may be an eligible use for these funds if they
were impacted by the pandemic. As an example, the fire department may have spent funds on
additional protective and sanitizing equipment that was not budgeted for as a result of the
pandemic. Additionally, the cancellation of events and fundraisers due to gathering limitations
may have directly caused a loss of revenue. 

Last year's report encouraged volunteer fire companies to provide my office with electronic
versions of their financial statements to streamline efforts. I am pleased to report all companies
followed our recommendation, allowing my office to dedicate more time focusing on ensuring our
volunteer fire service not only receives the recognition they deserve, but also the funding and
resources necessary to continue their critical work throughout the State of Delaware. 
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As always, thank you for the opportunity to serve you.

Sincerely,

Kathy McGuiness, RPh, CFE
Delaware State Auditor



















https://auditor.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/40/2020/11/FINAL-FIRE-FY-2020.pdf

